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UNU-IAS Yokohama Roundtable

“Carbon dioxide emissions in Japan - determinants and policy implications” 
Date: Thursday, 28 April 2005

Time: 11:00am - 4:00pm
Venue: United Nations University-Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS)

1-1-1 Minato Mirai, Nishi-ku, Yokohama 220-8502

Organized by UNU-IAS

Language: English and Japanese 
ＲＯＵＮＤＴＡＢＬＥ　ＯＶＥＲＶＩＥＷ
Japan is one of the world’s most rapidly urbanized countries. Urbanized areas were only 1.1% of Japan’s land area in 1900; they occupied 5.5% in 1998, and are estimated to increase to about 8% by 2020. The percentage of total population living in urban areas increased from 62% in 1960 to more than 79% in 2002.  The acceleration of urbanization is accompanied by unparalleled globalization of capital and industry with ever rising demand for energy. Electric power consumption increased 7-fold from over 1000 kilowatts hour per capita in 1960 to over 7000 kilowatts hour per capita in 2001, whereas net energy imports also increased from 42% to 80% of commercial energy use between 1960 and 2001. The reliance on fossil fuels has made the country the world’s fourth largest energy consumer and greenhouse gas emitter. Carbon dioxide emissions increased 5-fold from over 230 Megatons in 1960 to close to 1200 Megatons in 2000. Scientific evidence increasingly suggests that climate change is already occurring and may proceed at faster rates than previously thought. Rising temperatures could lead to more storms, droughts and floods and raise sea levels. Climate shifts could also disrupt farming and obliterate several species of animals and plants, and the socioeconomic impact of these changes on future generations could be enormous. On February 16, 2005, the Kyoto Protocol came into force eight years after being agreed. While this represents substantial progress on international efforts to stabilize greenhouse concentrations in the atmosphere, it also poses enormous structural and strategic challenges to governments and industries. Japan’s commitment to reduce CO2 emissions by 6% of the 1990s levels will not be easy, as economic development and energy consumptions are tightly coupled. However, the task is not insurmountable considering Japan’s leading role in combating global warming. Substantial policy reforms and the deployment of advanced environmental technologies are indispensable for attaining the Kyoto Protocol targets.
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11:00-11:10
Opening Remarks

A.H. Zakri, Director, UNU-IAS

Co-ordination
Dr Niels Schulz                          

11:10-11:25 
Keynote Presentation: 


Prof. Hironori Hamanaka, Senior Advisor to the Director of UNU-IAS
11:25-11:50
Presentation: “The link between urbanization and the global carbon cycle”
Prof. Penelope Canan, Director Global Carbon Project, NIES, Tsukuba
11:50-12:15
Presentation: “Japan's transportation sector CO2 Emissions: A Comparative Perspective”

Dr Peter Marcotullio, Head, Urban Management Program, UNU-IAS 

12:15-12:40
Presentation: “The impact of technology and trade on carbon dioxide emissions in Japan”

Dr Yuichi Moriguchi, National Institute of Environmental Studies, Tsukuba
12:40-13:40
Lunch

Co-ordination
Mr Akihiko Watanabe
13:40-14:05
Presentation: “Japan’s climate change program – successes and challenges”


Mr Yasuhiro Shimizu, Director, Climate Change Policy Division, Ministry of the Environment, Japan

14:05-14:30
Presentation: “Domestic measures to counter global warming in Japan”

Mr Yoshio Kishimoto, Director Environment and Economy Office, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 

14:30-14:40
Coffee Break

14:40-15:05
Presentation: “The Carbon tax dilemma”


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

15:15-15:45
Panel Discussions Chair: Dr Ademola Braimoh
Panelists Prof Penelope Canan, Mr. Yasuhiro Shimizu, Dr Yuichi Moriguchi, Dr Peter Marcotullio, Mr. Yoshio Kishimoto, Prof Kazuhiro Ueta
15:45-16:00
Concluding Remarks

A.H. Zakri, Director, UNU-IAS
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Prof. Hironori Hamanaka

Professor Hamanaka is the Senior Advisor to the Director of UNU-IAS and a professor at Keio University. Before joining UNU-IAS, Prof. Hamanaka was the Vice-Minister for Global Environmental Affairs at the Ministry of Environment of Japan. He was profoundly involved in the intergovernmental negotiations on the Kyoto Protocol and its implementation. He also takes a special interest in other major agreements in the field of sustainable development such as the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI) agreed upon at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in 2002.
Mr. Yasuhiro Shimizu 

Mr. Yasuhiro Shimizu is Director of Climate Change Policy Division, Ministry of the Environment, Japanese Government. He was born in 1956 at Tokyo, Japan. He studied law and international relations in Tokyo University, and joined the Environment Agency in 1980. He served as an environmental attaché at the Embassy of Japan at Washington D.C. USA from 1988 through 1991. He was a member of the Japanese negotiation team for UNFCCC in 1991 and 1992 and also participated in the Earth Summit at Rio in 1992. After serving several posts at the Environment Agency and Ministry of the Environment, he assumed the present post in July, 2003.

Prof Penelope Canan

Prof. Penelope Canan is the Executive Director of the Global Carbon Project (GCP), International Office at the National Institute for Environmental Studies in Tsukuba Science City, Japan.  She comes to the GCP having been a professor at the University of Denver, the University of Hawaii, and the University of Virginia.  An environmental sociologist, Canan is known for her work on integrated social impact assessment, energy and community development, democratic governance, and the formation of knowledge sharing expert networks. She is the recipient of the Ozone Layer Protection Award of the US EPA, the Distinguished Practice Award of the Pacific Sociological Association, and the Driscoll Master Teacher Award at the University of Denver.  
Mr. Yoshio  Kishimoto

Mr Kishimoto is the Director of Environment and Economy Office, Industrial Technology and Environment Bureau of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan. He studied Law at the Tokyo University and International Affairs at the Columbia University, USA. Before assuming the current post in 2003, Mr Kishimoto has served in various divisions, including International Economic Affairs, Electric Power Regulation Division, Natural Resources and Energy Agency, Policy Coordination Division on Material Industry, Policy Planning, Economic Policy Unit, and Policy Planning, and Policy Evaluation Division.
Dr Yuichi Moriguchi 

Dr Moriguchi obtained a PhD in Sanitary Engineering from Kyoto University. He worked in the Planning and Coordination Bureau of the Environment Agency and in the OECD Environment in Paris. He has been carrying out research at the National Institute for Environmental Studies (NIES) since 1987. He has been engaged in research into the prevention of transport pollution, atmospheric emission inventory, life cycle assessment, as well as environmental accounting and indicators. His recent research interest is focused on material flow analysis/accounting. He has authored or co-authored more than a hundred and fifty papers and articles in Japanese and international journals and books.
Prof Kazuhiro Ueta
Dr Peter Marcotullio

Peter J. Marcotullio is a Research Fellow at the United Nations University, Institute of Advanced Studies.  He is a native of New York City, where he received his Ph.D. from Columbia University in Urban Planning.  Dr. Marcotullio has published journal articles and book chapters on aspects of urban development in the Asia Pacific and he is the co-editor (with Fu-chen Lo) of Globalization and the Sustainability of Cities in the Asia Pacific Region, Tokyo, UNU Press (2001) and (with Andre Sorenson and Jill Grant) of Towards Sustainable Cities: East Asian, North American, and European Perspectives on Managing Urban Regions, Aldershot, Ashgate Publishing (2004). His research interests include globalization, development and the urban environment, urban infrastructure history and the ecosystem approach to urban environmental management.  
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